
St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception 

Parish Pastoral Council Minutes 

September 5, 2017 

The meeting started at  6:30pm.   

Present: Father David Burgard, Father John Simoneau, Donna Banker, Lorie Bronson, Gay 
Criscio, Fred Fedorowicz, Heather Hall, Lorie Holden, Richard Janssens, Roger Kidd (Chair), 
Doug Kuras, Maria Liparoto, Robert McMillan, Bernie Smith (Vice-Chair), Anne Zochowski 

Absent: Hugh Acosta 

Vision: To Welcome, To Inspire, To Transform, To Serve 

Mission Statement: St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception, a Catholic community of faith, 
proclaims Jesus Christ through prayer, worship, celebration of the sacraments, ongoing care 
for those in need, lifelong faith formation and stewardship of our time, talents and treasures. 

Opening Prayer: Father David Asked that members focus the opening prayer and start of the 
         meeting as a time for intercessory prayer. 

Opening Prayer for October Meeting:  Anne 

Introduction of PPC members 

Formation/Enrichment  

 Archbishop letter-overview-Father David encouraged the council to read the 
 archbishop's letter. He stressed the importance, significance and depth of thought in 
 this letter, as well as the value in the messages within. Father David said that there will 
 be organized gatherings at which the messages of the Archbishop will be discussed. He 
 stressed the importance of all of us living a life as “Joyful, Missionary, Disciples.” Lorie 
 Bronson added that at a recent meeting she observed the profound effect this 
 discernment has created in the Archbishop and those embracing the message. It is 
 recommended to read it more than once.  

Formal Approval of June 13th PPC Minutes & June 22nd Special Budget Meeting-Minutes 
 were approved via email. 

Vicariate or Archdiocesan Report:  

We have a new Vicar, Father David Cybulski from St. Joseph Erie.  

The new Hispanic ministry coordinator is Jenny Fleck. Jenny has held this post in the 
past and has consented to continue in the position until a full-time coordinator can be 
hired. 

The 2017 – 2018 Vicariate budget will be discussed at the September 20th meeting and 
approved at the October 18th meeting. Technically, without an approved budget, any 
expenses incurred after June 30, 2017 cannot be paid. Expenses incurred before July 1, 
2017 will be paid. Reimbursement for the Hispanic ministry services are handled 
through St. Mary until the new budget is approved. St. Mary will be reimbursed for 
these services. 



Commission Reports:  

Christian Service:   

The Habitat for Humanity build was a successful and rewarding experience.  We had 
our largest turnout of volunteers this year.  

The Christian Service meeting took place on June 27, 2017. St. Mary’s bereavement 
ministry was spotlighted in the May 8th Michigan Catholic. The ministry has grown to 
serve 48 families. 

Lorie Bronson reported that, In the Spirit of Giving moved to the Old Powerhouse at 
the IHM, including electricity, small bathroom, heat and air conditioning. There is a 
great need in this community for many things. 

The Christian Service Commission is looking at establishing a parish Stephen Ministry. 
This ministry helps people struggling through a difficult time in life - experiencing 
grief, divorce, job loss, chronic or terminal illness, or some other life crisis. 

EME for the sick is going well with more training in the future. 

Rosary makers, Prayer Shawl makers and the Christian women are starting back up. 

Lorie Holden explained that, goals for the commissions were distributed to each 
commission which they in turn would write objectives for each applicable goal. The 
preliminary goals for Christian Service Commission were shared. 

Worship: They have not met at this point 

Worship aid Discussion- Heather Hall asked to re-present the Worship Aides that she 
proposed at a previous meeting. She shared a testimony from a parishioner about the 
positive impact of this aid. Father David said that it is something that can be presented 
by someone to the Worship Commission.  

 *Action Item: Heather and Father David discussing worship aids and 
 addressing the worship commission.  

 Stewardship:   

 The stewardship committee has created preliminary the goals which were   
 shared by Lorie Bronson.  

 The memorial prayer garden was briefly discussed and Lorie Bronson shared  
  that the commission will continue to keep the garden in consideration. Lorie  
  Holden then asked why this was a continued consideration when the idea was 
  not enthusiastically embraced. Lorie Bronson explained that the commission  
  has a lot of energy and hope for a future garden. 

 Robert expressed that the connotation of Memorial Garden may need re-naming. Anne 
 suggested that it might need more expression and boosting.  

 Roger shared a story about a fulfilling experience for his family at a rosary   
 garden. 

 Many members shared their thoughts on the Memorial Garden. 



Finance:  

Fred asked about the CYO budget item and whether it should be included in the budget. 
Lorie Holden explained that this was in the minutes because it was discussed, and 
explained how the money filters through and gets redistributed but is not necessarily a 
line item budget item.  

Fred asked about the bullet item number 2 under the review draft budget line. Fred 
also asked about a budget line item, bullet seven under the review draft budget line. 
Both of these items were explained by Lorie Holden. 

A question was asked about the the fund created to support adult enrichment/training 
and was told that in the newest minutes, this account has been presented and will be 
discussed further at the next meeting. 

Gay asked about the donation for the church doors and if this will cover the whole cost. 
Lorie responded that this is what the hope is, but is still to be determined. She reported 
that research is still being done and will be addressed at the next finance meeting. 

Lorie reported that the finance council is at full strength and they have a recording 
secretary. 

Lorie distributed the 2016-2017 adjusted budget versus actuals (final figures for FY 
2017 ended June 30, 2017). Although the bottom line is negative ($35,584), Lorie 
pointed out that this was planned, knowing that the deficit would be covered by receipt 
of the annual distributable amount from St. Mary’s endowment (approximately 
$42,000 in FY 2017). Since this is technically NOT income, the amount has not been 
included in past budgets. However, in the future, through agreement between the AOD 
and our Finance Director, the distributable amount will be included as ’income’ in the 
budget. 

Sound System Update: The installation will begin Monday, September 11th and should 
be done by the end of that week. The sound system in the gym has been updated using 
donated, used, equipment. The Monroe CYO funded the installation. It is reported that 
it is a very good sound system.  

Old Business: 

Vision Rollout-This is an ongoing process and was addressed very profoundly and 
faithfully in the current issue of the Recording Angel. We are seeing the fruition of this 
through the goals. 
 
Review of Goals for Commissions-Addressed by Lorie Holden during the Christian 
Service report. 
 
Stephen Ministry Update-Addressed by Lorie Bronson during the Christian Service 
report. 
 

New Business: 

 September 9 Mass in the Park – The point person in the parish is Mary Beth Walsh and 
 is connecting with the other parishes. The biggest work of this event has been 
 streamlined by celebrating the mass in the church. She has reported that plans are 



 going well. There will be food vendors, kids games, and fellowship after the mass at St. 
 Mary's Park. This will be a blessing on everything we do in the upcoming year as a faith 
 community in Monroe.  

 Lorie Bronson asked if there is a sign telling the community what the gathering is. This 
 is being considered. Maria Liparoto offered to cover the cost. It was agreed to discuss 
 with Mary Beth Walsh. 

 The committee is proposing to move the picnic to the Saint Mary side of the road on the 
 lawn in front of the school as opposed to across the street in the park.  

 Anne addressed the importance and significance of the open doors of the church 
 during the jazz festival and explained that there were many visitors who were touched.  

 

Review Action Item List- The action item list was not updated for this meeting and will be 
 completed by the Recording Secretary for future meetings. 

Future agenda items: 

 Heather presented a program that has a children's participation rosary prayer group to 
 get children familiar and comfortable with praying the rosary.  

  *Action Item: Father David will research, discuss with Heather and report  
  back to the council.  

 

 Bernie asked that the Vision Statement be included on the parish letterhead.  

  *Action Item: Father David will check on this being done. 

 Fred commented on the glass block windows on the side of the building and asked that 
 it be put on the finance commissions future improvement/restoration. 

  *Action Item: Lorie Holden will take this to the finance council for future  
  consideration 

 Anne addressed the driveway along the Mary garden and if the destruction of the grass 
 boundary be improved. Marie added that this area looks very neglected and does not 
 look as maintained as the rest of the grounds. Lorie added this to the finance 
 commissions future improvement/restoration projects. 

  *Action Item: Lorie Holden will take this to the finance council for future  
  consideration. 

 Roger addressed the concern about education people/parents about the dangers/risks 
 of access to the internet and the negative information that is so easily reached. He 
 shared that parents don't intentionally allow children to access these sites, but it easily 
 happens. He proposed that we as a parish look at a way to help combat this issue in the 
 church. Robert shared that SMCC addresses this with the students, and Lorie stated the 
 destructive quality of pornography, and shared different programs that address this.  

  *Action Item: Roger will look at this and discuss with Father David. 



 Lorie Holden asked that everyone read chapter 3 in the Green Book and discuss and set 
 parameters for the parish council meetings and responsibilities. 

Pastor comments 

 Father David added that Jim Peltier has kept him updated on the proposed changes in 
 the future to city parks. Jim suggested that we have someone involved with the city to 
 give input and address concerns as these decisions are being made because of the use 
 of St. Mary's Park and parking lot. This is a future item, but needs to be watched. The 
 crosswalk to the church will also need to be addressed. Father David encouraged the 
 council to always try to look towards the future needs. 

  *Action Item: Parish representation at city meetings.  

 Father David welcomed Father John. 

 

 Father Simoneau stated that he is “loving it.” 

 Lorie Holden suggested that the council meet at least once in the summer.  

  *Action Item: discuss an additional meeting in the summer. 

Schedule of meeting dates for 2017-2018 

September 5 

October 10 

November 14 

December dinner TBD 

January 9 

February 13 

March 20 

May 1 (if not selected as the date for Confirmation) 

June 12 

Next PPC Meeting- October 10, 2017-location to be decided 

Closing Prayer- Father David 

Respectfully submitted by: Donna Banker, Recording Secretary 


