
St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception
Parish Pastoral Council Meeting Notes

October 8, 2019
The meeting started at pm.  

Present:  Father David Burgard, Father Kevin Roelant, Father Giancarlo Ghezzi, Father Bob 
Singelyn, Deacon Mike Stewart, Elliot Alfredson, Donna Banker, Salvatore Benisatto, Fred 
Fedorowicz, Al Gallan, Roger Kidd (Chair), Maria Liparoto, Robert McMillan(Vice-Chair), Gus 
Martyres

Absent:  David Heilman, Rick Kidd

Vision: To Welcome. To Inspire. To Transform. To Serve.

Mission Statement: St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception, a Catholic community of faith, 
proclaims Jesus Christ through prayer, worship, celebration of the sacraments, ongoing care 
for those in need, lifelong faith formation and stewardship of our time, talents and treasures.

Opening Prayer/member prayer intention/reflection: Father David

Final Approval for September Minutes:  Approved by committee

Welcome New Members/introductions: 
Salvatore Benisatto, Al Gallan, and Gus Martyres

Election of Officers
Chair: Roger Kidd
Vice-Chair: Elliot Alfredson

MCES Update
SMCC/MCES collaboration/future planning: Father David shared that we have to 
have a vision towards the future for the church and the Catholic Education programs. 
There have been concerted conversations and collaborations between SMCC and MCES, 
and the parish leaders. There was a recent meeting of all, and many ways of working 
together and growing together with a proactive intent were discussed. More meetings 
are scheduled for the fall to continue this positive collaboration. There are certainly 
challenges ahead, but many more positives are already being felt and seen and more to 
come.

Commission Reports
Finance 
Father David shared that a new member joining finance council will be attending the 
next meeting of the council and is a possible representative for finance council on the 
PPC.
The council met with the insurance company and discussed some items that needed 
attention.
The Sunday collections are continuously being monitored.
Catholic Services Appeal continues to move along and has until spring to reach a final 
number. This year the goal will be reevaluated by the Diocese.



Christian Service
Fred reported that at the August 29th meeting the bereavement service is serving many 
and is very successful.
John Castiglione has recently been trained to be a Stephen Ministry Trainer and will be 
able to train future ministers.
GodWorks is still looking for point people.
Prayer Shawl team is in need of more members to produce shawls.
Drivers are still needed to transport homebound members to masses. 

Stewardship
No report

Worship
Father David distributed a revised worship calendar to members. He explained that 
there may be changes as assignments develop.
The 12:15 mass is doing well, is well attended, and will continue.
Lector, greeter and EME training will be offered.
The anniversary/Jubiliarian Couple recognition is rescheduled for the Feast of the Holy 
Family.
Father David explained that he asked Deacon Mike to be available to assist at St. John's 
as well, so that both church's receive the blessing of his faith and service.
Father Kevin added that Father David's installation as pastor will be on October 26th at 
the 5:30 mass at St. John's as their pastor.

Vicariate/Arch-Diocese Report: 
Fred thanked Father David for visiting the men at the retreat. He shared that the parish 
sent 14 men on the retreat.
The vicariate had their meeting with many non represented groups/parishes. 
They are trying to find a way to get more people to participate and support the works 
of the vicariate group. Father David shared that this is something that the role and 
function of the vicariate groups is often discussed within the arch-diocese and is a 
continuing discussion of the growth of faith in the community. 

Maria shared that the evangelization team is hosting a March for Life on October 26, 
2019.

Formation/Enrichment
Father David spoke about the Kerygma and the message the Arch-Bishop gave within 
the Unleash the Gospel message. He explained that it is a proclamation of specific news 
as in the proclamation of who Jesus is and why he came for us, how we represent and 
live this message. He explained that the Kerygma will be something we will continue to 
hear about and asked to do/live, that it is about going back to the basics of the church.
Members then discussed the different struggles and successes they encounter in their 
everyday lives. 



Old Business
#5 Maria reported that the appraiser from Chicago looked at the statue and will be 
providing a proposal soon. The biggest cost in the project will be the equipment that he 
needs to do the restoration and for his stay of 1 month to 6 weeks. Maria also met with 
multiple people from the city and surrounding area. All at the meeting are willing to 
work towards fund raising for this project.

New Business/Open forums

Update on Parish Response Emergency Plan: There was a recent meeting in regards 
to this plan. There is a plan drafted and parish leaders and others will look through the 
draft. Lorie Holden will tentatively be presenting this plan at the November meeting of 
the PPC, and then a short presentation will be given to the parish members at a future 
designated weekend mass schedule.

Update on Hispanic Ministry: Jen Fleck has stepped down and the group is in a 
transitional stage and setting up what the position may look like. 
It was asked if Jen will continue as an interim leader and Father David said she will not 
be able to. 
Another question was asked by Al as to why there isn't member of the Spanish Ministry 
on the PPC. Father David said that this is something else to look at but currently this is 
a vicariate role which. Father David thanked Father Giancarlo and Father Kevin for 
their assistance with the Hispanic Ministry.

Youth Ministry: The parishes are currently looking at what this position will look like 
in the future. Father David stated that the traditional youth ministry path is no longer 
the most effective or desirable way to engage the youth and their families. Father Kevin 
will be taking a strong lead in this ministry. 
Bob asked about a nun/sister being involved in the youth ministry and being a possible 
bridge. The response was that no, a nun has not been involved in this ministry.
Roger asked what the program looks like now and the response was that currently 
there is not an formal active program but Father Kevin is working on building this. 
Father Kevin went on to explain that he will be having a prayer and dialogue session to 
determine what the future holds through the guidance of the Holy Spirit and prayer. 
Father David stated that one of the problems is the lack of designated space for them. 
Father Kevin said that they are looking into available space at this time.

December Dinner: December 3, 2019 is the tentative date for the dinner. Attend mass 
and go to dinner. 

Pastor's Comments:
Father David is looking at moving the Tuesday evening mass to 6:00pm instead of the 
current time of 6:30pm. This would help with planning for events after mass, and free 
up the staff for Tuesday evening events after mass instead of during mass. 

Father David shared that the priests will go to their convocation together to experience 
enrichment and renewal time together in the upcoming week. This takes place in 
Boyne Falls. 

Member Comments:
Elliot shared that he appreciates the windows in the church and sees them as a 



prayerful thing. Elliot proposed that if mass portrayed a story that is told in the 
windows, that people are encouraged and referenced to the appropriate window.

Elliot also brought up a concern about the sound system and shared that there are 
times when it is hard to hear what is being said. His concerns were addressed and it 
was explained that the sound system is always being monitored and the input is 
appreciated. 

Gus spoke about the challenges the church faces and explained that the challenges will 
make the church stronger, and shared his experiences with the challenges the Catholic 
in India faces.

Next PPC Meeting- Tuesday, November 5, 2019

Closing Prayer- Father David 

Respectfully submitted by: Donna Banker, Recording Secretary


