
St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception

Parish Pastoral Council Minutes

March 13, 2018

The meeting started at  6:30pm.  

Present: Father David Burgard,  Donna Banker,  Lorie Bronson, Fred Fedorowicz, Heather Hall, 
Richard Janssens, Doug Kuras, Maria Liparoto, Robert McMillan, Bernie Smith (Vice-Chair), Pat 
Williams, Anne Zochowski

Absent:    Hugh Acosta, Gay Criscio, Lorie Holden, Roger Kidd (Chair),  

Vision: To Welcome. To Inspire. To Transform. To Serve.

Mission Statement: St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception, a Catholic community of faith, 
proclaims Jesus Christ through prayer, worship, celebration of the sacraments, ongoing care 
for those in need, lifelong faith formation and stewardship of our time, talents and treasures.

Opening Prayer: Maria Liparoto

PPC Member's Prayer Intention/Reflection 

Vicariate or Archdiocesan Report: 

Fred reported that the meeting for March is cancelled because it falls during Holy Week. 
They are continuing to ask parishes to send members to the meetings. The hispanic ministry 
is doing stations of the cross during lent and reported that their fundraiser was successful. 

The priests at the vicariate meeting raised a concern that at communal penance, the people 
are leaving after their personal penance, and would like people to stay for the whole 
program to help support those there through prayer.

Marilyn Laboe is looking for someone to serve on the vicariate vocations committee.

Father David reported that the assignment process is under way and we will know by the 
end of April if a priest will be assigned and who it is. We are on the list for an associate, but 
this does not guarantee that we will get one. Father asked that we all keep this in our daily 
prayers as well as for neighboring churches who are involved in the assignment process. 

Father Bob will be coming back May 25th.

Doug asked if there is anything else that the parish council can do to help with the 
priest assignment process, and Father David said that all that can be done is being 
done.

Evangelization – Sue was reschedule for a future PPC meeting.



Commission Reports 

Finance Council

 The budget shortfalls and reason for this were discussed by Pat Williams. He shared 
what was discussed by the finance council and included their concern about the weekly 
gifts of support from the parishioners. The finance council is pursuing the idea of 
reaching out to those who aren't participating in church or are not in church regularly. 
The discussion then continued to the whys and hows of identifying these people. The 
broader idea was that it seems to be part of our ministry to reach out to those who 
have not been attending and discover why they are not attending. There was a 
discussion of having all parishioners re- registering, thus identifying those who have 
not been attending or those who did not re-register. 

       Maria commented that we have made some effort towards this in the past, such as 
going to homes and speaking to people. Maria also raised a concern that it needs to be 
more personal than through electronic communication. 

       Fred suggested that maybe the approach of reaching out would be more effective if 
done city wide, including the other two parishes in Monroe. 

The finance council would like to start with a re-registering process to get more 
information from people, and to get updated personal information, including email 
addresses. Pat cautioned that this would not be a short term endeavor, but rather a 2-3 
year project. 

Lorie Bronson said that it would be a valuable thing to educate the whole parish on 
what stewardship means and how to build it, with the intent of helping those that are 
here grow in the knowledge of sharing and gratitude. 

Bernie stated that the finance council has the support of the council, but it is a very 
large endeavor. 

Pat reiterated that this will be a long term goal and will take a lot of time and effort.

Christian Service

The Habitat build date will be June 23rd in the city of Monroe.

Worship Council  

Lorie Bronson reported that she and Hugh attended a session at the seminary. The 
importance of generosity and service were addressed and both are very important and 
both need to be combined to be effective. 

A session on the vital role of parish leadership was attended by Lorie and she shared 
that we are all called to be stewards of time, talent and treasure. Everybody must be on 
board with this concept of stewardship, and it should eventually become our second 
nature. Stewardship is sharing true spirituality of gratitude. When we use the word 
volunteer, people hear it as optional, our service is not optional, everything we have is a 
gift. 

Lorie shared that they spoke of capitalizing on the gifts that people have. She also 
distributed a welcome packet that will be given to new parishioners, including an 



informative letter referencing, “Your Gifts: Your Works.”

The crucifixes, made by Tom Bruck, for commemorating each person of the parish who 
has died, are near completion and will be hung in a designated area in the back of the 
church. Lorie also shared the crosses were made by Larry Walsh from a discarded 
church pew, and is asking for someone to attached the crucified Jesus figure to the 

crosses. 

Lorie passed a flyer on called and gifted and encouraged all to attend.

Old Business:

A special meeting date to work on Operational Procedures of the Parish Pastoral 
Council was discussed. The meeting is Saturday, March 17th at 9:00 am. Roger will be 
sending location information to the council this week.The council is asked to read 
Chapters 1-3 to prepare for the meeting. The focus is going to be on how we are going 
to use these guidelines. 

Doug asked about the removal of the pew in the back row of the wing. Father said that 
there is an electrical conduit which needs to be removed before this can be done, as 
well as some cleanup to the floor/molding. 

             Bernie said that the new tabernacle stand is beautiful, and those on the council who 
have seen it agreed. It was suggested to put a picture of the stand in the bulletin and on 
the website and Father David said he would take care of that.

New Business: 

Anne spoke about the city council meetings about the city park and asked if 
representation of the church is present. It was stated that Jim Peltier said that he would 
attend the meetings and Father David will check with him to confirm if he is attending 
or will be attending.

Anne reported that a parishioner brought some issues with paint on the church, which 
is starting to peel, to her attention. Father David said that that is at the top of the list for 
repair. Mike and his crew will be making that a priority this year. 

Father David said that a report has been given to him on the walk-through done on the 
maintenance needs of the church and that will be taken to finance council. The biggest 
external concerns are the paint on the outside of the church and the church doors. 

Anne asked if there is any concern about the exit from the church that runs along the 
west side of the church, involving the pedestrians and traffic. A designated walk space 
was discussed, but the concern is that there is not enough room for something like that. 

Richard stated that he would think that a walkway designation might be a good idea. 

Anne raised concern about the steepness of the steps on the west entrance. It was 
suggested that a sign indicating the handicap entrance may be needed. 



Pastor comments: 

Father David encouraged everyone to be blessed by the Holy days approaching. He 
asked again to put the church and needs into God's hands. Father said that he will do 
his best to provide for the many needs during Holy Week and said that he has 
experienced servers who will be helping him as well as Father Laboe, who will be 
assisting with Easter Sunday masses.

Bernie asked if there is anything that the council can do for him and he said that he is 
being well taken care of by many stepping in with transportation, meals, prayers, and 
care.

Next PPC Meeting-  May 1, 2018 

Closing Prayer- Father David

Respectfully submitted by: Donna Banker, Recording Secretary


