
St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception 

Parish Pastoral Council Minutes 

February 13, 2018 

The meeting started at  6:30pm.   

Present: Father David Burgard, Hugh Acosta, Lorie Bronson, Donna Banker, Gay Criscio, Fred 
Fedorowicz, Heather Hall, Richard Janssens, Roger Kidd (Chair), Maria Liparoto, Robert 
McMillan, Jack Ready, Anne Zochowski  

Absent:  Lorie Holden, Doug Kuras, Bernie Smith (Vice-Chair) 

Vision: To Welcome. To Inspire. To Transform. To Serve. 

Mission Statement: St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception, a Catholic community of faith, 
proclaims Jesus Christ through prayer, worship, celebration of the sacraments, ongoing care 
for those in need, lifelong faith formation and stewardship of our time, talents and treasures. 

Opening Prayer: Roger  

PPC Member's Prayer Intention/Reflection 

Formation/Enrichment: Father concluded the meeting with enrichment.  

Approval of January 2018 PPC minutes: Approved by majority 

Vicariate or Archdiocesan Report:  

 Fred stated that the 2018 -19 vicariate budget is being planned now. The vicar is going 
 to clarify the duties of the youth ministry commission and the interfacing of Nancy's 
 role as Youth Minister.  

 The Hispanic Ministry is having difficulty finding a priest who speaks Spanish and is 
 available to officiate the Spanish Mass. There is a priest who speaks Spanish and may 
 be willing to help. 

Commission Reports 

 Finance Council 

 Jack reported that after reviewing all communications about the connections for the 
 voice over internet provider there was an in-depth look at the current system in place. 
 As a result, there is a new 3 year contract for service provisions and training in use, 
 plus better, more affordable service extended to 3 lines and 8 extensions.  

 The 1st two phases of the organ refurbishment were completed and phase 3 was to be 
 done in 2018. Father David reported that the company will not be able to complete the 
 work because of lack of space and accessibility in the church, and the need to remove 
 the parts to repair off-site. The company stated that the work will need to be done, but 
 will not be necessary for 5 – 10 years. This phase has been put on hold at this time.  

  



 Christian Service 

 Lorie reported that all is going well and moving forward. The new point people for 
 GodWorks are doing well. The Stephen Ministry is doing well and is continuing to 
 blossom. The bereavement ministry continues to grow. 

 Worship 

 The new stand for the tabernacle is completed and will be placed when Easter 
 decorating is done.  

 Stewardship 

 The welcome packets have been completed, the crosses have been completed and 
 are ready for distribution with the welcome packets. 

 To continue the historical accounting of the stained glass windows, the committee is 
 waiting for pews to be removed to get the lift in to provide access to the windows for 
 taking  photos. 

 Faith Formation 

 Roger distributed the faith formation report submitted by Mary Quick and it was
 reviewed by all.  

 Mary has offered that if we would like her to attend a meeting she will gladly do so. 

 There were no updates for CYO and Youth Ministry. 

Old Business: 

 Evangelization 

 Lorie Holden reached out to the archdiocese and they will be attending    
 either the March or April meeting to address the council. 

 Roger is still working on reaching out to former RCIA member 

 Roger is also still looking into reaching out to Youth and attending a    
 Youth meeting.  

 Bob shared that he looked at multiple websites of churches in the area   
 and found only one site that shared a model of their Evangelization    
 Committee. Bob stated that in some of the other sites notes,     
 Evangelization Committee formation was mentioned but not a lot of    
 progress indicated.  

 Roger asked for help from the council to reach out to Donna St. Pierre    
 and Mary Quick – Lorie Bronson will connect with Donna and Mary. 

 Roger will speak to Nancy Dietrich about attending a Youth meeting,    
 seeking youth who are interested in being a part of the Evangelization   
  Committee.  

 Lorie suggested that we encourage as many people as possible to be    



 involved in the Called and Gifted workshop because these charisms are   
 being recognized. Look at those with the charism of      
 Evangelization be the people to lead the committee.  

 Lorie also suggested that the PPC form a solid job description for the    
 members of the committee.  

 Operational Procedures of the Parish Pastoral Council (new special meeting date) 

 Gay suggested that the PPC look at section 2 before moving into the questions in  
 section 3. Roger agreed. The council agreed to work on the operational   
 procedures while working on the Evangelization Committee formation.  

 There will be a meeting on March 17, 2018 at 9:00 am @ Rogers house 

New Business:  

 Mass in the Park-2018 

 Gay reported that Mary Beth Walsh shared that Mass in the park is September 8,  
 and she will not be chairing. She is on the 3 parish committee, but is not sure   
 who will be the chair. Mass is at 5:00. The change is that the lunch will be on the  
 SMCC lawn and has been approved. The vendors will be parked in the bus   
 parking lot. The mass will be held in the church.  

 The question was asked why the picnic was changed from the park and the answer was 
 uncertain. Father David stated that there is a fee for the park, it does make it less 
 crossing of the street, and it will still be visible on Elm Street. 

 It was asked how the chair is chosen, and there was no definitive answer. Father David 
 asked if it might be a good idea to have a three person point, one person from each 
 parish, to spread the responsibility.   

 Lorie posed the question of having it as a potluck and a concern was raised about the 
 liability concern. The idea was discussed and Gay will share it with the picnic 
 committee.    

Pastor comments:  

 Father David stated that he appreciated the beauty and experience of the Advent and 
 Christmas season. He said that the sound system is continuing to improve. Father 
asked  that we keep praying for the help needed in our parish to assist him serve this parish. 
  

 Father Tom Florek will continue to commit to the Hispanic Mass service as available.  

 Father David said that he has been reflecting on the new evangelization and what are 
 the fruits of an effective new evangelization? How do you measure this? How can you 
 tell the effectiveness? He offered these thoughts as something for all to think about and 
 pray about.  

 Lorie Bronson suggested that the members relate their experiences, meeting and 
 greeting new people at mass, to the council.  



 Father David encouraged the council to keep all candidates for the sacraments of First 
 Eucharist, Reconciliation, and Confirmation in their prayers. He spoke of encouraging 
 all parishioners to reach out to the candidates, write letters, meet them, and greet 
 them.  

 The Recording Angel is in the mail and will be arriving soon.  

 Father spoke of the new options for Stations of the Cross which includes offering 
 different day and time availability. 

 Father said that the appreciation dinner had a good turn-out, and was a very enjoyable 
 evening.  

Open Forum 

 Lorie was approached by a parishioner who asked if the church had any plan in place 
 for an emergency situation, such as a shooting or violent outbreak. Father David stated 
 that the arch-diocese has a subcommittee that is also looking at helping churches form 
 a plan/checklist for any type of urgent situation, and he also recommended that the 
 church connect with local services to help formulate a plan.  

 It was discussed to look into pursuing offering a presentation on emergency situation 
 planning. It was recommended that the parish connect with Tony and seek parish 
 members who are in law enforcement to be a part of the process.  

 Lorie questioned if the Vision Statement should be amended to mention God and Jesus 
 Christ.  

 Richard asked if the sound system is completely operational and effectively functional. 
 Father David said that there are still some things that need to be worked through. 

 Richard asked if Father Mark is still doing mass and Father said that he is still here 
 helping.   

Next PPC Meeting-  March 13, 2018 

Closing Prayer- Father David 

Respectfully submitted by: Donna Banker, Recording Secretary 


