The Description of Baptismal fonts
from The Book of Blessings

The baptistery or site of the baptismal font is rightly
considered to be one of the most important parts of the
church. For it is the place for celebrating the first
sacrament of the new Law, through which those who
firmly accept Christ in faith and receive the Spirit of
adoption become in name and in fact God’s adopted
children. Joined with Christ in a death and resurrection
like his, they become part of his Body. Filled with the
anointing of the Spirit, they become God's holy temple
and members of the Church, *“ a chosen race, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, and God’s own people.”

1082 In the building of a baptistery or in the setting up of
a baptismal font the primary consideration must be the
proper and worthy celebration of the rites of baptism as
they are set out in the Rifte of Baptism for Children and in
the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.

1083 In the case of a baptistery that is ...set up within
the church itself, everything must be arranged in such a
way as to bring out the connection of baptism with the
word of God and with the Eucharist, the high point of
Christian initiation.

1085 The baptism font, particularly one in a baptistery, should be stationary,
gracefully constructed out of a suitable material of splendid beauty and
spotless cleanliness; it should permit baptism by immersion, wherever this is
the usage. In order to enhance its force as a sign, the font should be designed
in such a way that it functions as a fountain of running water, where the
climate requires, provision should be made for heating the water.



On the place for the Reservation

of the Most Holy Eucharist

from The General Instruction of the
Roman Missal

314. In accordance with the structure of each church, and
legitimate local customs, the Most Blessed Sacrament should be
reserved in a tabernacle in a part of the church that is truly noble,
prominent, readily visible, beautifully decorated and suitable for
prayer.

315. Consequently is preferable that the tabernacle be located,
according to the judgment of the diocesan Bishop,

a. Either in the sanctuary, apart from the altar of celebration,
in a form and place more appropriate, not excluding on a
old altar no longer used for the celebration

b. Or even in some chapel suitable for the faithful's private
adoration and prayer, and organically connected to the
church and readily visible to the Christian faithful.



What is the Church saying about the Cross in Church?

W After the Second Vatican Council, we
8 8 experienced many changes in the liturgy and
in our places of worship. The 1975 edition of
the General Instruction of the Roman Missal
(GIRM) stated that in the church there was
| “to be a cross, clearly visible to the
| congregation, either on the altar or near it.”

The original Latin “crux” was translated in
this passage simply as “cross.” In some places, this was
interpreted to allow for variations in the traditional crucifix.
Examples can be found of a simple or decorative cross without
a corpus, an image of the risen Christ with the cross, or the
risen Christ with no cross present.

The revised GIRM gives us clear guidance on the place of the
crucifix in our church buildings. Paragraph #308 states that
there is “to be a cross, with the figure of Christ crucified upon
it, either on the altar or near it, where it is clearly visible to the
assembled congregation.” In the same paragraph we are also
instructed “It is appropriate that such a cross, which calls to
mind for the faithful the saving Passion of the Lord, remain
near the altar even outside of liturgical celebrations.” If a
church does not have a cross with the body of Christ on it near
the altar, plans should be made to obtain one.

In Built of Living Stones, the US Bishops’ document on art and
architecture for worship, we read “The cross with the image of
Christ crucified 1s a reminder of Christ's paschal mystery. It
draws us into the mystery of suffering and makes tangible our
belief that our suffering when united with the passion and death
of Christ leads to redemption” (BLS #91).



From the Directory on Popular Piety and the Liturgy
on the Via Cruces
( The Way of the Cross)

Through this pious exercise, the faithful movingly follow the final
early journey of Christ from the Mount of Olives...to Calvary
where he was crucified between two thieves, to the garden where
he was placed in a freshly hewn tomb.

In the Vica Crucis various strands of Christian piety coalesce: the
idea of life being a journey or pilgrimage; as a passage from
earthly exile to our ture home in Heaven; the deep desire to be
conformed to the Passion of Christ; the demands of following
Christ which imply that his disciples must follow behind the
Master, daily carrying their own crosses. ( Lk 9, 23)

The Via Crucis in which hymns, silence, procession and reflective
pauses are wisely integrated in a balanced manner, contribute
significantly to obtaining the spiritual fruits of the pious exercise.



